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Greetings!

This newsletter contains an overview of legislation that
became law in the 2010 session affecting low-income
Minnesotans. The primary issue the Legislature
addressed was the state budget deficit, especially in the
face of a Minnesota Supreme Court ruling in May finding
that the Governor exceeded his statutory authority when
he unalloted a Special Diet Program for persons with
disabilities. The ruling called into question all the
remaining unallotments the Governor made following

CHILDCARE the 2009 session.
CHILD WELFARE In the ultimate budget deal, funding for the Special Diet
Program was restored, but the Legislature ratified most
COURTS of the other unallotments, including a one-time cut to
the Renters' Credit and a host of other cuts affecting
DISABILITY LAW low-income persons.

FAMILY LAW/DOMESTIC The other major issue the Legislature grappled with this
VIOLENCE session was the attempt to restore health care to 30,000
single adults cut adrift by the elimination of the General

e Assistance Medical Care (GAMC) program via a 2009

HOUSING/L ANDLORD line-item veto by.the_ Govern0|_*. In the end_, the GAMC
TENANT program was maintained, but in a much different,
scaled-down form implementing a new health care
MENTAL HEALTH delivery system called the Coordinated Care Delivery
PROGRAMS System (CCDS).

POVERTY TASK FORCE In addition, federal health care reform passed in 2010,
providing Minnesota with the option to enroll low-income

PUBLIC BENEFITS childless adults in Medical Assistance with a state-federal
funding match. However, that option was not adopted
UNEMPLOYMENT immediately. Instead, the next Governor was given

’ authority to opt-in until January 15, 2011.
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CHILDCARE

Funding Cut

Child care funding was reduced by $7.5 million tigh capturing money awaiting
distribution to counties for child care assistaegpenditures. Other proposed cuts,
including those to the Basic Sliding Fee (BSF)@lmons, were not adopted.

CHILD WELFARE

Improvements to Child Welfare Law Made

The Legislature made numerous improvements to evelfare laws, including the
following: (1) permitting foster parents or tratmsnal living directors to authorize a
child's receipt of a driving permit or provision@ense; (2) excluding some sources of
child's income, such as SSI, for the child's hagsineducational needs from county
reimbursement; and (3) clarifying juvenile courb@eedings, including extending cour
jurisdiction in certain child protection cases uate 21.

COURTS

New Guardian Ad Litem Board Created

The Legislature created a new Guardian Ad Litemr8osimilar to the Board of Public
Defense. The initiative, brought by the judicigdibch, establishes a board to oversee
the statewide program.

DISABILITY LAW

Disability Waiver Program Funding Limits

Funding for people applying for disability waivelograms - including Community
Alternatives for Disabled Individuals (CADI), Dewgimental Disability (DD), and
persons with traumatic brain injury (TBI) Waivera/as limited for another three years
by capping the number of new program slots. Femixt biennium, CADI reduced
from 95 to 60 per month, TBI from 12.5 to 6, and D Waiver from 15 to 6 per
month. The Governor's proposal cutting disabgigyvice providers' rates by 2.5 perce
did not pass.

Medical Assistance (MA) Rehabilitative Services Liim

While the Governor's proposal eliminating MA rehidiiive services for adults did not
pass, stricter limits were adopted for the numbbelowed visits before prior
authorization is required for occupational therg@yysical therapy, and speech and
language services. In addition, specialized maaree therapy, provided primarily to
persons with significant mental illnesses and thvaisie developmental disabilities, was
eliminated.

Parent Fees Increased for Children Using MA-TEFRA ®isability Waiver

Programs

Parent fees for MA-TEFRA or disability waiver pragns were raised on a sliding scal
basis for families beginning at around $50,000y@er for a family of 4 ($4 per month




increase to $79/mo.) and rising to charge 13.5qmrof adjusted gross income for
families at 900 percent of the federal poverty lared above. The new fees will begin
July 1, 2010.

Personal Care Assistance (PCA) Services Policy Giem
A number of policy changes for PCA services were@nacluding the following:

+ Allowing PCAs to help with children's hygiene aridan-up;

+ Clarifying that a person qualifies as dependetiiefperson needs help on the
days the task is completed rather than daily;

+ Prohibiting employers from limiting future employnteof PCA staff;

+ Requiring that services continue pending appeaggtiested, throughout the
appeal period.

Private Duty Nursing Services Coverage Requiredtate Regulated Insurance Plang
Health plans regulated by the state (as opposseéltansured federally regulated
ERISA plans) are now required to cover private duising services if the plan also
covers hospital care for persons with specific d@omas and the person has Medical
Assistance coverage.

State Operated Services Redesigned

Five state operated dental clinics and other stadéeated services (SOS) facilities
remain open for the next year with some changese\attask force is appointed to
recommend redesign of SOS to better meet the r#gmssons served.

FAMILY LAW/DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Protections for Victims of Domestic Violence Enadte
Numerous protections for victims of domestic viaermpassed this year, including the
following: (1) expanding the ex parte Order footection to a reasonable area

surrounding a dwelling; (2) increasing bail limi¢s certain domestic violence offenses

(3) authorizing a pilot project to conduct eleciomonitoring in domestic abuse cases
and (4) permitting pets to be included in OrdersHmotection.
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HEALTH CARE

General Assistance Medical Care (GAMC)

Big changes were made to GAMC this session duleetdirited amount of funding
available for the program. Although eligibility f&AMC remains mostly the same, an
entirely new (and untested) way of delivering Heatire to enrollees has been put int
place. The changes include the following:

« Asof June 1, 2010, if persons eligible for GAMCruut sign-up for health
services at a hospital-based Coordinated Care &glystem (CCDS), they
may not have access to the care they need. AtdedtSept.1, 2010, there are
only four CCDS hospitals and all in the metro aieach CCDS has a "cap” on
the number of enrollees it will serve.

« Prescription drug coverage is available for all GBMnrollees, whether or not
in a CCDS, but there are some limitations to cayera

+ Those enrolled in GAMC and not enrolled in a CC@8 continue to seek care

)]




at hospitals for emergencies.

« Atemporary uncompensated care pool, effective 12010, was established
for payment to hospitals not part of a coordinatack delivery system (CCDS)
and who treat persons enrolled in GAMC.

Medical Assistance Coverage for Childless Adultat8tOption

Federal health care reform legislation signed lesilent Obama this year provided
Minnesota with an opportunity to extend Medical istance (MA) coverage to most
childless adults currently in GAMC and Minnesota&dhus capturing $1.4 billion of
new federal money for Minnesota. When smoke frogotiations with the governor
and legislators cleared, the bill signed by theegour this year did not actually include
MA coverage for this group, but does allow the entrgovernor or the succeeding
governor to implement MA per executive order anyetiprior to January 15, 2011.

Federal Health Care Reform
Under the landmark bill, the Patient Protectiond Affordable Care Act and the Healtk
Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 pdesi as follows:

+ Most individuals will be required to have healtsunance beginning in 2014.

+ Those who do not have access to affordable emptmxarage will be able to
purchase coverage through a Health Insurance Egeh&tans in the exchange
are required to offer benefits meeting a minimutno$standards. Premium and
cost-sharing subsidies making insurance more afiledare available for those
with income between 133-400% of the poverty lirBi29,327 to $88,200 for a
family of four in 2009).

« The Minnesota Comprehensive Health Association (M{Lid the state's curren:
high-risk health insurance pool for people who adrget coverage in the regulée
private market due to pre-existing health cond&idn addition to MCHA, a
new federal temporary high risk pool will be esisiiéd in Minnesota later in
2010 to provide health coverage for persons wigigxisting conditions who
can't get coverage in the regular private markieis iew federal coverage will
be available until 2014, when insurers are no loafjewed to deny coverage
based on pre-existing health problems.

« In a change to private insurance, young adultaboed to remain on their
parent's health insurance up to age 26.
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HOUSING/LANDL ORD-TENANT LAW

Notice of Results of Foreclosure Sale

The Legislature added important information to kwgice of Foreclosure Sale.
Homeowners in foreclosure will now be informed abwhat happens after the
foreclosure sale, their rights of redemption, hovind out who was the winning biddel
at the sale, and the sale price. In additionnthe law aims to stop a new equity
stripping scheme, where speculators, aware of io® &t sheriff's sale, try to convince
unaware homeowners to transfer title to the hooiskd speculator. Now, speculators,
seeking to obtain title to a home after the sabkl@fore the end of the redemption
period, must give the homeowner notice of the wigrbid, the winning bidder, and
how to redeem the property.




"Tenants' Bill of Rights"
The Legislature enacted a comprehensive set oftgmatections. The new law
provides as follows:

+ Late fees are capped at 8% of the unpaid raten(forsubsidized housing
tenants);

+ Landlords must give receipts for rent paid in cash;

« Landlords can only take one application fee atreetand must tell prospective
tenants in advance the rental criteria on whicheghy@ication will be judged;

« In a dispute about whether or not the rent was, gh@lcourt must assume it wa
paid if the tenant produces money order receipts;

« Tenants, whether plaintiffs or defendants, aretlentio attorney fees if they are
successful in a court case and the lease allowlaickord to get attorney fees ir
the case;

+ Increases the penalty a landlord pays to the tdparitegally withholding a
security deposit from up to $300 to up to $500;

« Tenants in foreclosure are assured the maximunegrohs available under bot|
Federal and State law.

MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS

Most Cuts Avoided

In the final budget balancing bill, while some grarograms were cut, neither the $13
million in cuts to mental health programs recomnezhdy the Governor, nor the nearl
$50 million recommended by the House, were adopted.

Adult Mental Health
The Governor's unallotment of Adult Mental Healtta@s for 2010 was ratified but the
amount cut for 2011 was reduced. Additional grats proposed by the House were
not adopted.

Children's Mental Health

Children's Mental Health (CMH) specialty grants &etiminated and funding for MA
coverage for an adolescent community treatmentramgvas delayed for one year.
The Governor's case management grant cuts andgaisgwy the House for additional
CMH grant cuts were not made.

Mental Health Urgent Care and Psychiatric Consultahs

The GAMC bill provided ongoing funding for a newdee called Mental Health
Urgent Care, which provides rapid access to psyigh@nd psychiatric consultation
services to help fill gaps. These new servicedwarded by projected reductions in
Medical Assistance inpatient care.
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POVERTY TASK FORCE

"Ladder Out of Poverty" Task Force

The Legislature established a "Ladder Out of PgVdrask Force to continue the work
of the Legislative Commission to End Poverty by @0Zhe Task Force will focus on
the areas of asset development, financial literamscles of support,“and alternatives |




predatory lending. A bipartisan group of eightis¢ators - four from the House of
Representatives and four from the Senate - alotigrepresentatives from the Attorne|
General's Office and the Minnesota Department oh@erce will constitute the
membership. The Task Force is directed to comgtlita long list of stakeholders from
the public, private, nonprofit, academic, and pitil@opic communities and develop
policies, strategies, and recommendations aroumibttus areas.

PUBLIC BENEFITS

Food Support (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance lgram [SNAP])

An estimated 70,000 previously ineligible Minneswstavill gain access to federal food
support on November 1, 2010. New changes to incamdeasset rules will be
particularly helpful to families who have suffen@th loss, home foreclosure, or
uninsured medical expenses. The changes eliminai®7,000 asset limit and increass
income eligibility from roughly $24,000 for a famibf three to about $30,000 per year

MFIP and GA Cuts Avoided

A number of proposed cash grant cuts to low-inctem@lies and individuals with
disabilities and illnesses under the Minnesota Kamvestment Program (MFIP) and
General Assistance (GA) did not move forward. Twihe proposed cuts included a
steep penalty to MFIP families receiving Supplerak8ecurity Income, and eliminatin
assistance for ill and disabled single adults. €hmgs would have harmed more than
30,000 low-income families.

UNEMPLOYMENT

Unemployment Insurance and Temp Jobs

Workers who are new to the industry of temporaaffisty will no longer be penalized
for purposes of unemployment insurance when a teanp@b assignment ends. |If
roughly half of a person's work experience is imsthing other than temporary staffini
and a temporary job assignment ends, the persarothe refused unemployment
insurance for attempting to find suitable work adgsof the temporary staffing industry.

Unemployment Insurance Coverage Eliminated for FdynMember PCAs
Family members who serve as their close relatper’sonal care assistants (PCAS) are
excluded from unemployment insurance coverage beginjuly 1, 2010.

AT,
S

¥
WORK NG TOWARD
JUSTICE FOR ALL

Email Marketing by
Sk

TEY IT FREE



