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2008 Minnesota 
Anti-Hunger Summit

It’s an important time to advocate for end-
ing hunger in Minnesota.  With rising food 

costs, hundreds of thousands of Minnesotans 
are relying on food shelves across the state.  
The food stamp program is growing, yet thou-
sands of eligible families and seniors are still 
not enrolled.  Many Minnesota children are 
skipping school lunch because parents cannot 
afford even the reduced price lunch program.  
Meals on Wheels is losing volunteers due to the 
rising cost of fuel.

This November, Legal Aid’s Legal Services 
Advocacy Project, in partnership with Hunger 
Solutions Minnesota, will host a statewide anti-
hunger summit focused on developing effective 
advocacy skills and strengthening Minnesota’s 
anti-hunger movement.

The advocacy training summit is designed for 
people working or volunteering to end poverty 
and hunger in Minnesota – including those new 
to advocacy and those who are veterans.  The 
two-day training is intended to strengthen state-
wide efforts to improve access to good nutrition 
for those in poverty, and will include discus-
sions and workshops on food stamp policy and 
outreach, child nutrition, educating legislators, 
media strategies, and more.  Hunger Solutions 
Minnesota and Legal Aid are hosting the sum-
mit with generous support from MAZON:  A 
Jewish Response to Hunger, and the Community 
Action Partnership of Suburban Hennepin.  
The summit will be held from 11am to 6pm on 
Nov. 12 and from 8am to 3pm on Nov. 13 at 
Adath Jeshurun Congregation in Minnetonka, 
Minnesota.  For registration information and 
other questions, contact Colette Tate at cmtate@
mnlsap.org. ❖

~Jessica Webster, Policy Advocate, Legal Services Advocacy 
Project

Mary Schnell – A Board 
Member for All Seasons

Mary Schnell, a board member of Western 
Minnesota Legal Services in Willmar, 

believes in her bones that giving back is what 
we all should do – and she lives her beliefs.  She 
says that growing up in the farm community 
of Redwood Falls, Minnesota, neighbor help-
ing neighbor was the 
norm.  And when her mar-
riage to Jim Schnell took 
her to Spencer, Iowa and 
then Willmar, Minnesota, 
she kept on helping her 
neighbors. 

Mary and Jim have four 
children, and she held down 
the fort at home for ten 
years while Jim operated an 
auto-electric business.  Then 
they both taught at what is 
now Ridgewater College, 
Mary as a nursing instruc-
tor and Jim in the auto 
mechanics division.  During 
the twenty-three years that 
Mary helped hundreds of 
young people learn how to 
be nursing assistants and 
then practical nurses, she 
never stopped volunteering 
her time and talent to her 
community.

Currently she volunteers at St. Mary’s Church 
as a Eucharist Minister to home bound parishio-
ners.  Mary assisted in forming the Parish Nurse 
Program.  She is the facilitator for the Willmar 
Area Parkinson’s Support Group, and provides 
mentoring through the school system.  Mary and 
her husband Jim have been volunteers for Meals 
on Wheels for years, and Jim also is active in Boy 
Scouts, where he now serves on the board.  Both 
are volunteers at the Barn Theater in Willmar, 
and have been very active for years in the local 
AARP chapter, including teaching the driver’s 
safety program for AARP.  Mary has been the 
ombudsman at a local nursing home for over 

seventeen years, and it was in this capacity that 
she first heard about Legal Aid.

As ombudsman for people living in the local 
nursing home, Mary often brought clients to 
Legal Aid for advice on their financial affairs.  
She hadn’t known much about Legal Aid before 
then, but discovered that here was an organiza-
tion ready to help those who could not afford to 
hire an attorney. She believes that justice should 

be available to all people, 
and when she was asked to 
join the board as a person 
representing clients, she 
couldn’t refuse. Mary says, 
“I’m not a lawyer, so what 
I bring to the board is just 
common sense.  I try to 
always look at what the cli-
ent needs.”

This spring the 2008 
Andrus Award for 
Community Service was 
given to Mary Schnell, 
for very obvious reasons.  
As Ann Cofell, Deputy 
Director of WMLS stated 
in her letter of support, 
“When Mary speaks on 
behalf of the work that our 
office does, she is generous 
in her praise and non-
judgmental of the people 
we serve.  She has devoted 

her life to providing care and support to the 
most vulnerable in our community, and this com-
munity is a better place because of her service to 
others.”

Mary says that now she and her husband are 
“cutting back a bit,” and spending time with their 
children, eight grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren, all of whom live within three 
hours of Willmar.  Mary’s involvement in vol-
unteer efforts after “cutting back” might over-
whelm most people, but then Mary Schnell isn’t 
most people.  Willmar and the region are lucky 
to have her in their community, and Western 
Minnesota Legal Services is even luckier that she 
decided to be part of their work. ❖

county and, if the mortgage has been assigned, 
all assignments of the mortgage must also be 
recorded.  MERS violates this requirement 
because it does not record all of the transfers 
of the mortgage loans held in its name before 
it forecloses.  Legal Aid believes that borrowers 
– and the public – have the right to know who 
owns mortgage loans that are being foreclosed 
upon.  In some cases, borrowers can lose valu-
able legal claims that could stop the foreclosure if 
they can’t find out who owns their loan in time.  

The case is now in front of the Minnesota 
Supreme Court, which will decide whether 
MERS’ practices violate Minnesota’s foreclosure 
laws.  Lawyers for both sides presented their 
positions to the Court on September 10.  The 
Court does not have an official deadline for 

making a decision, but we hope to hear some-
thing by the end of the year.  

Though only Hennepin County homeowners 
are represented in this suit, the Supreme Court’s 
interpretation of Minnesota’s legal requirements 
applies to all foreclosures in Minnesota.  Thus, if 
the case is successful, homeowners in other coun-
ties could bring similar suits. 

Legal Aid is part of a team of lawyers represent-
ing the homeowners.  The other members of our 
team are the Center for Responsible Lending, a 
Washington, DC-based research and policy advo-
cacy group, and the private law firm of Crowder 
Teske, P.L.L.P. ❖

~ Amber Hawkins, Staff Attorney, Consumber Law unit of 
Legal Aid.
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Western Minnesota Legal 
Services Finds a Permanent 
Home in Willmar

Thanks to the generosity of retired Willmar 
Judge John Lindstrom and his wife Mary 

Lindstrom, and with grants from the Otto Bremer 
Foundation and the Mardag Foundation, WMLS’s 
days of moving from rental property to rental 
property are over.  In late 2007, Judge Lindstrom 
and his wife offered the purchase/donation of 
their home, and the two foundations made that 
purchase possible. 

The inside of the Lindstrom’s former home at 
415 Seventh Street SE has been transformed into 
office space that is highly efficient, welcoming to 
clients, and a joy for staff.  Local Willmar firms 
Engan Architects and Carlson Construction wor-
ked to design and build a space that is adaptable 
to today’s needs, and to whatever tomorrow 
brings.  None of this could have happened without 
100% support from board members, staff, and 
community.

While the Willmar house itself is paid for, the cost 
of the renovation rests with us.  The expected 
renovations include a parking lot, wiring impro-
vements to handle office equipment, a handicap 
accessible bathroom, and a ramp and flooring to 
make the building more accessible for people with 
disabilities.  Unexpectedly, we also had to pay for 
asbestos abatement, and the installation of an addi-
tional furnace and air conditioning unit to support 
an office.  To meet the cost of renovations, we have 

fellow church members and more – with access to 
the tools they need to become full, participating 
members of society, sure in the knowledge of their 
rights as well as their responsibilities.  Providing 
legal advice, support, representation and educa-
tion to farmers, immigrants, victims of domestic 
violence or predatory lenders, and many others, 
WMLS closed 1,199 cases in 2007.  

The Willmar Legal Aid staff is dedicated to wor-
king toward justice for all.  The Lindstrom Home 
is a beautiful place for us to continue our work, 
and we look forward to doing so.  We want to 
thank the community for its continued support 
of our work and our mission.  Our successes for 
clients would not be possible without you.

If you would like to make a gift or pledge to 
the Western Minnesota Legal Services Capital 
Campaign, please contact Margaret Lauinger at 
malauinger@westernlegal.org or 320-235-9600. ❖

WMLS new Willmar offices at 415 Seventh St., SE

launched a capital campaign in the communities 
served by WMLS.  We welcome you to be a part of 
this effort.

Opportunities to Contribute
We welcome and appreciate all gifts to the Willmar 
Capital Campaign.  In addition to lump sum 
gifts, pledges spread over three to five years are 
very helpful, and allow contributors to provide 
more help than they might initially have thought 
possible.

A Wall of Justice will be established in our new 
office in Willmar, highlighting the names of 
those individuals and businesses making a gift or 
pledge of $500 to $999 to the Capital Campaign.  
Another wall will be established for The Lindstrom 
Champions of Justice, in honor of Judge John 
Lindstrom and his wife Mary.  The Lindstrom 
Champions wall will recognize those individuals 
or businesses making a gift or pledge of $1,000 or 
more.

In addition, we have $115,000 worth of Naming 
Opportunities, meaning that a gift or pledge of 
$20,000 gives you the option of having the recep-
tion area or conference room named for you or 
your business.  And if you donate $75,000, with 
your permission, we would like to name the buil-
ding after you or your business.  

Why Support Western Minnesota Legal Services?
For close to 30 years, WMLS has worked to ensure 
that no person in your community is denied the 
protection of the law in civil legal matters because 
she or he cannot afford a lawyer.  WMLS and its 
collaborating agencies provide people in your 
region – your neighbors, coworkers, employees, Brian Sandberg, WMLS attorney, in his new office

The reception area in the new offices in Willmar.

SANTAS AND DREIDELS – 
OH MY!

On Saturday, December 6th, you can join 
your friends, family, and even the fam-

ily pet, and go running or rolling or stroll-
ing or walking down Nicollet Mall – raising 
money for Legal Aid as you giggle your way 
down the street! It’s true, you can!

Form a team, and you might even win a tro-
phy for having the largest team in the Run.  
Anyone can join your team, though unless 
your dog gets sponsorships, she or he is just 
along for the fun.

The Santa Run to Benefit Legal Aid is in its 
third year now; last year $28,000 was raised 
to support access to justice for poor and dis-
advantaged Minnesotans.  This year we hope 
to double that.  The website we send you to 
makes it easy to register, to get sponsorships 
(the site sends out your one e-mail message 
to all who want to support you!), and to form 
a team if you choose.  It’s fun, it’s easy, and 
with a few taps on the keys of your com-
puter, you’ve signed up.  On the day of the 
Run you’ll get your very own red Santa suit 
and white beard, or slip on your homemade 
Dreidel costume, and off you go – support-
ing Legal Aid and having a ball doing it.  Go 
to www.midmnlegal.org for registration and 
sponsorship details. If you have questions 
or concerns, contact Pam at pcunningham@
midmnlegal.org, or 612-746-3703. ❖

See you on December 6th!




